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A number of sinkholes occurred in Pokhara, Nepal, in November 2013. The locations of sinkholes are mostly on fields
of rice and other crops. About 50 families had to evacuate since sinkholes also appeared beside houses. Most of the
sinkholes had been filled after the preliminary survey conducted by the local government.

Field investigations were conducted by the IS members since June 2014. It was found that the sinkholes seemed to
be caused by large scale internal erosion of white-greyish calcareous silt layer. Although exact location and depth of
the erosion is unknown, judging from apparent depth of sinkholes, a soil pipe can be deeper than GL-6~7m.
Development of internal erosion and soil pipe seemed to continue until June 2016 .
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Outline of area subjected to multiple sinkhole 21 L e\ ; Sign of large scale internal erosion
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Soil profile observed at a sinkhole
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Refilled sinkholes had collapsed again after the rainy season
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